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I went to the USA last year and studied at the English
Institute of the University of Washington in Seattle,
Washington. Living in English was not easy, of course, and
even understanding English was so difficult, especially
during the first few weeks.

When I arrived in the US, I stayed in my sister's house
which was quite near to Seattle until the dormitory
opened. While in my sister's for the first few days, I didn't
have to speak English. One day, however, I had to go and
check out the location of the Engligh school as the
beginning day of the class was coming. It was the very day
I had the unforgettable and embarrassing experience in my
life because of my clumsy English.

While I was going to the downtown of Seattle from my
sister’s by bus, I didn't have any problem. I paid the bus
fare when getting on the bus as easily as in Korea and I
Jjust got off without speaking a single word. But I was in
big trouble when I was trying to get on the bus to go back
after making sure the location of the school. When I
picked up some money to pay the bus fare just like that
morning, the bus driver who was the black guy, stopped
me to by blocking up the hole of the cash box and said
something. But all I could hear was " ----- get off" which
made me embarrased and my face changed to a Halloween
pumpkin”. This reminded me of hearing some people say
that Americans don't like Asians and I though "It must be
the racial discrimination !" A few seconds later, the bus
driver said "------ get off' again to me.

1) Halloween Pumpkin : Halloween day o 7t®i5 o2 A 45 20 #e
T, dEol #ZA HAEH EH.

34 XF s
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I felt it was time to do or say something to protect
myself, but I only said "O.K" and got out of the bus
helplessly.

A couple of days later, I was able to realize what the
bus driver tried to say to me actually. That was "You pay
money when you get off."

Though my English ability is better, I can say, than that
time, English is still difficult for me like when I only could
speak "O.K.".
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